





























is no longer considered a fanzine.) But
File 770 no more deserves a Hugo than
SF Times did. It serves a utilitarian
purpose, and is far from the highest
example of the fanzine art, even among
fellow nominees.

So what earned it its nominations? Mike
Glyer hates for me to say this, but it
all comes down to three words: circulation,
circulation, and circulation. If your fan-
zine circulates to over 500 people it
stands a much better chance of winning,
because more voters will be aware of it.
It is rare when the fanzine with the
highest circulation does not win, but I
can guarantee you that no fanzine with a
circulation of under 300 has won in modern
times. And 150-200 -- the "comfortable"
circulation of most fanzines? Forget it.
Unless you have a clique willing to bloc-
vote you onto the ballot and support you
in the final voting (a form of vote fraud,
in my opinion, but it's been done more
than once), you stand no chance.

I'm sending you Blat! #4. It's a typical
issue; the first was a bit smaller, and no
less good in terms of overall quality and
tone. I personally think that it's one of
the hest fanzines ever produced, and a
surprising number of fans agreed with me
there. We did four issues in two years.

We had a circulation of just under 300 --
which was prohibitively expensive, just

for the postage. We wem never even nomin-
ated for a Hugo. (We did win a FAAn Award
at Corflu.) What does this tell me? Nothing
I didn't already know: namely that so many
fanzine fans are so alienated from either
Worldcons or Hugos or both, that most of
them do not participate in the Hugo
process. Consequently Blat! didn't even

get enough nominations to make the ballot.
Thus, excluded from Hugo consideration,
Blat! was nonetheless equal to or better
than the actual nominees by most objective
criteria. What does this mean for the
winner (probably Mimosa) that year? That
the award is devalued, and means less. It
is as if the world's best athletes did not
compete in the Olympics; that would devalue
the gold medals, wouldn't it?

Does this devaluation concern the
Lynches? I don't know; I've never discussed
it with them. It would concern me if I
was in their shoes.

So much for circulation. Schedule?
Irrelevant. [[3]] Freguent is nice, but
we settle for what we can get; fanzine
rublishing is still a hobby, subject to
real-world pressures, as I don't have to
tell you.

Size? More important. Different kinds of
fanzines have different optimal sizes. I'd
say Twink's is just right, for example.
Habakkuk got too big too fast (which may
be what killed it; it seems to be
Habukkuk's Disease). Ansible (which you
really should get, because it's better
done than anything like it) is sized at
one sheet, and is also just right. When we
begin comparing one-sheet fanzines with
70-page monsters, we are comparing apples
with oranges. And this any award will force
us to do... which does not differentiate
between fanzines of different sizes and
functions.

Content: Ah, now we come to the meat of
it. Content, along with presentation, with
which it is often entwined, defines the
true quality of a fanzine.

You can define content in various ways,
of course. Fannish content vs. sercon
content, say. (Like arguments over which
is better music: jazz, classical, or
rock?) A well-done fanzine is a fanzine
that reads well and looks good. Good
writing wins over bad writing; lively
writing over dull writing -- irrespective
of the nature of what is being written
about. I'11 read a fan like Greg
Pickersgill on any topic he chooses. Over
the years a variety of writing formats
have emerged: personal journalism seems to
be at the top of the list, followed by
articles either serious/critical or
humorous. Fanzines encourage us all to
develop what natural style we have. Quite
often the personality of the author informs
the style in ways which may be engaging
or offputting, depending upon one's taste
in such things.

You, Frohvet, seem to confuse good fan-
zine writing with "getting articles by
BNF's." Most BNF's achieved that status
by being good at something -- writing,
art —-- but one chases them for contribu-
tions not because they are BNF's, but
because they write or draw stuff we
faned's want to use. And so do non-BNF's
(or incipient BNF's, maybe).([%1]


















The editor's FAPA contribution discusses
the problems of virtual reality; a report
on his and his wife's trip to Morocco, and
a midievalist party; comments on the World
Wide Party; and remarks addressed to other
FAPAn's, sort of a letter-column-in-
reverse. Nice to have a view from beyond
English-speaking fandom.

PhiloSFy #8
Alexander R. Slate

8603 Shallow Ridge Drive
San Antonio TX 78239

In some ways, a fanzine so like Twink
(even the schedules are parallel) we're
surprised no one has accused us of being
Alex's evil twin sibling. An expanding
book review section; letter column; fanzine
reviews, and articles about ethics. There
is even a tribute to Rotsler. Maybe the
similarities are part of why we like this
fanzine so much.

Floikta Vol. 3 #1

Steve Davies, Alison Scott & The Cabal
52 Westbourne Terrace, Reading,

Berks, RG30 2RP, United Kingdom

Davies' Novacor report played as a
parody of had pirate flicks; a vacation
report by Dave Langford; Olde Plokta's
Almanack. We're fond of Plokta, really.
If we have a concern, it's the Comedian's
Dilemma: doesn't it get a little tiring,
having to be that on, that clever, all
the time? For the record, we deny beingy
Peter Mandelson. Goo.

Th2 Reluctant Famulus #51
Tom Sadler

422 W. Maple Avenue
Adrian MI 49221

We've already praised this genzine amply,
putting it tops on our nominating ballot.
Sadler discusses his unsuccessful run for
TAFF, Rotsler, and his (Sadler's, that is)
grandchildren. Terrific Peggy Ranson
cover, wide assortment of articles, long
and very personal lettercol. Well started
on its way to #100, we hope.
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Vanamonde #'s 240-243

John Hertz

236 S. Coronado Street, #409
Los Angeles CA 90057

Hertz's APA-I, contribution, apparently
weekly hut mailed in batches of four, out
of the blue. Personal commznts and rerlies
to things said elsewhere in the APA, wvhich
as we're not a member, mostly went flving
past obligquely. Is anything gained by
lahelling the wack of a one-page sheet
"vage 2"? Pretty obscure from where we sit.

Visions Of Paradise #75
Robert Sahella

24 Cedar Manor Court
Budd La%ze NJ 07828

Quarterly personalzine: Sabella's
journal of his life; report or the Nankting
Conference of which he was a committee
member; comments on his tastes in SF and
rock music; some letters. This does not
have much SF/fandom content, and a few
more illos would liven up its text-dense
format; but it has a guiet apgeal that
grows on you, +he more issues you s=a.

Space Cadet Gazette #7, #9

R. Graeme Cameron

1852 W. 2nd Avenue, Apt. 110
Vancouver, B.C., V6J 1J1, Canada

An irregular personalzine, in digasst
format. V-{on report, an appreciation of
B-movies, the editor's grandfather's World
War I journal, a serial report of a 1981
(yes, that's corrasct) trip to Mexico. #9
is a definitive history of the Canadian
Unity Fan Fund and its politics and feuds.
SCG has personality and its own distinct
voice, and a strongly Canadian view.

SFSFS Shuttle #132
P.0. Box 70143
Fort [auderdale FL 33307

#131 vanished in a time warp; but thish,
edited by Edie Stern, is far in advance of
any other Shuttle we've seen. Gerald Adair
with analysis of Sh_akespeare; reprint of
an old Terry Carr article; fanzine revievs
by Peter Barker. This is much more what a
clubzine should be; we hope for continued
improvement.
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After Judy-Lynn del Rey died, she .
was voted the Best Professional DepresSion?

Editor Hugo. Lester declined it,
presenting arguments that parallel-
ed your position, but with the
additional comment that the fans
had declined to honor Judy-Lynn
while she was around to appreciate
it.

[[We were present at that Hugo Awards
ceremony, and had that precedent in mind
when we made the remark.]]

"A funny reflection about something
that happened in British fandom in 1954 is
the perfect article." And I thought you
had given up on Mimosa. If your prediction
is correct, Mimosa is a shoo-in for Best
Fanzine in Baltimore, thanks to Willis's
"I Remember Me" in #21, which is -- a
funny reflection about something that
happened in British fandom in 1954.

"If Niekas published more often than
every two or three years." Their problems
stem from the gafiation of the publisher
...with, they said, "all the manuscripts"
back in 1996. Ed Meskys was showing off
proof copies of the first 20 or so pages
of the next issue at Worldcon. Moreover, I
came to understand what Ted White means by
"sercon" by reading the non-Moskowitz
articles in Niekas, which have included
some ironic gems as an article analyzing
LOTR in terms -of 20th Century army organ-
ization, an article -discussing literacy in
the Conan universe, and an article discuss-
ing a future history by Anthony Boucher
that was about one book's worth of stories.

The panel I saw at Rivercon last year on
publishing featured panelists arguing that
doing media tie-ins does not generate any
transfer to original work. Just because
some devoted Lois & Clark fan buys Lois
& Clark: A Superman Novel will not generate
any recognition for the author and other
works. Writing an original work may bring
in more money in the long run, but long
run does not pay this month's rent.

[[We agree; but paying the rent should
not be a problem for Carolyn Cherryh.]]

"The rules of basketball, baseball,
football or hockey do not specify that the
players have to be human... There's stories
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lurking in them thar rules." You mean like
the deCamp story where someone entered a
mermaid in a women's swim meet and she
won?

I guess Lyn McConchie could get a lot of
F.M. Busby since Rissa Kerquelen had two

sequels, two prequels, and is usually

split into two volumes because of size.
[[Ah, that's three prequels: Star

Rebel, Rebel's Quest, and Zelde M'Tana. ]]

I had a talk with Dick Smith at Ditto
in Cincinnati last October and we observed
that there was a division between Ditto
and Corflu. Dick was in a position to
observe directly, since he and Leah Smith
are the exceptions to the rule, attending
both. But you have a "Ditto crowd" and a
"Corflu crowd"” -- i.e., neither White nor
Hooper nor Gonzalez nor Huntzinger were at
that Ditto.

Harry Warner reports on the disappearance
of the midlist. There was a notorious e-
mail salvo by Spider Robinson late last
year where he revealed his discovery of
this with great Robinsonian awe and ire.
Since most observers had been aware of this
state of affairs for some time, Robkinson's
jeremiad ("Robinsonade" perhaps?) did not
achieve quite the impact he had intended,
which is in a way unfortunate, since it is
a g=nuine problem.

[[The term "robinsonade" already has an
accepted literary meaning.]]

I think it would serve the coffee snobs
just right if they bought $8/1b Costa
Rican for $21/1b Kona. There is a vast
element of pretension in coffees these
days. The only thing, one hopes, is that
like all such supertrendy fads, it will
burn out.

[[You should visit Bun Penny at Columbia

Mall, where they have barrels of 25 or 30
blends. ]]
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(We're done! Gee, Uncle Lloyd, it was
only a foot of snow -- LB)

Well, go shovel Hellmann's sidewalk! ...
I'd also like to know just how to go about
actually nominating Sheryl for a FanArtist
Hugo.

[[As the MSFan's later discovered the
Worldcon's website, they are now up to
spead on the Hugo voting process. ]]

I read with great interest your article
on fanzine Hugos. I second your complaint
about not getting to see all the zines --
I've never seen a Reluctant Famulus, for
example, though so far as I know they've
gotten MSFire in trade. It does make it
hard to judge who to vote for when you lack
data. But that's typical; which is why
opinion leaders are so important -- and so
dangerous.

While I can find little room to argue
with your criteria, they leave me no cause
for hope of ever winning, even assuming --
as is my goal -- we achieve some semblance
of a national mailing list. I can now
understand why Knarley is soinsistent on
MSFire maintaining a regular schedule of
publication.

As for ballot appearance and how to fix
it; my tendency is to call term limits "a
bad idea whose time has come". That is, I
as an American detest the thought of the
electorate not having its free choice, but
certain voting systems tend to produce

forgone conclusions rather than free choice.

Given your list of most popular nominees
and winners, why, I'd vote for them too.
Mimosa has the beauty of presentation I
want for my zine, and FOSFAX has the
content. Actually, if Twink and MSFire
could merge...

((There he goes, fantasizing again --0S))

(Hi, Uncle Lloyd! Did you miss us?-- LB)

More than I can say, Lucy. How come it
took you so long this time before you
interrupted me? Hellmann's have the same
size sidewalk I have.

(That's because when we shoveled your
walk, Hellmann's is where we put the snow!
-- LB)

Well, go shovel the Grays' sidewalk then!

(Umm; that's going to be hard. That's
where we put the Hellmann's snow...)

EB, it's a wonder I ever get anvthing
done. OK guys, I'll get my coat.

. T think it's safe now, EB. I changed
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the locks, too.

(You shouldn't leave your keys laying
around, Uncle Lloyd --)

((It's that absent-minded professor
act of his —— ))

(-- so we had copies made. How else
could we work on MSFire for you? -- LB)

({(Never mind that. I want to talk about
that "Labyrinth" article, EB. Concerning
zen: if after two book readings you still
don't 'get it', then you're off to a good
start. Your chakras are supposed to be in
perfect alignment, not in reasonably, or
even irrationally 'good', alignment...
Think of your dancing hetter without
thinking -- with your ey=ss closed -- and
reread your zen bookX. Remember that wanting
anything, even understanding, defeats the
vhole process...))

[[As we said on the occasion, all our
training has been in western rationalism,
and while we're not sure that has, on the
whole, served us well, it may be too late
to change. // Note to the readers: Now
do you see why we like MSFire?]]

HEY, EVERYBODY! WE ADORE SHERYL BIRKHEAD
AND HER FAN ART! And we didn't even have
to break our word to stop telling people
to vote for her for a Hugo. -- LGD

CATHERINE MINTZ
address previously shown

Get Franz to give "Summer Queen of Celtic
Fandom" in German: it is much more im-
pressive. My reign is at its height on
Midsummer Night, when all good fans are
urged to rise a glass of their choice --
be it wine, water, or home-ktrewed heer —-
at 9:00 PM local time and toast fandom
around the world.

[[June 21st is on a Sunday this year.]]

I hadn't heard the Boston bid had
collapsed. Now it's a clear choice between
trips to Disney World and the delights of
Real Civilization. We shall see what kind
of fans we have.

[[As we told Her Summer Majesty, we
planned to vote Fhiladelphia first anyway.
But that's just what we thin%.]]

HARRY WARNER JR.
423 Summit Avenue
Hagerstown MD 21740
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